
COME VISIT and DIVE 
WITH YOUR FRIENDS and NEIGHBORS   

  Bay Area Divers meet at Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Road 1 at    
  7:30 pm the last Wednesday of each month (except December).   

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!   

The B.A.D. Board of Directors meet at 
Ryan’s Steakhouse on Bay Area Blvd. on 

the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm.  
All members are welcome.  

            
   June, 2006

 

        6  BAD BOD Meeting  
       10         Texas Prairie Hay Wagon ride 
       17        Twin Lakes in Manvel 
    23-25      New Braunsfel’s Canoeing/Camping  
       28        BAD General Membership Meeting     

    July, 2006

 

         4        4TH OF JULY  
       11  BAD BOD Meeting  
    15-16      Blue Lagoon Underwater Treasurer     
                    Hunt  
      26         BAD General Membership Meeting    

   August, 2006 

 

        1  BAD BOD Meeting  
       23        BAD General Membership Meeting                             

  September, 2006

 

        5  BAD BOD Meeting  
       27        BAD General Membership Meeting                               
  October, 2006

 

        5  BAD BOD Meeting  
        7         Trashfest in New Braunfel’s 
       14        BAD Flea Market — Jim DeLane  
       14        Ambergris Caye — Tom Doolin  
       21        Coco View Resort — Randy Widaman  
       21        Haunted Tour of Houston  
       27        BAD General Membership Meeting   
           
  November, 2006   
       7     BAD BOD Meeting  
      18         32nd Annual BAD Anniversary Party 
      29       BAD General Membership Meeting                             
    

       Have an event you want      
     to lead, contact the Board    
     for more details 
      

The BAD Calendar 

JUNE 

  Kenneth Brown     June 5 
  Paul Bird                         June 6 
  Rebecca Skyes               June 7 
  Jim Carmin                     June 19 
  Mark Gable                     June 20 
  George Ulrich                 June 23 
  Rowe Henry      June 24 
  Patty Gaubatz                 June 30  

GUEST SPEAKER IS: Carol Allen with HEART. 
HEART is Helping Endangered Animals – Ridley Turtles. 
The wonderful creatures almost went extinct along the 
Texas Gulf coast and they are now making a comeback. 
Be there Wednesday, June 28th at 7:30pm at the Clear 
Lake Community Center , 5001 NASA Parkway.  
Map and directions: http://bayareadivers.org/map-
directions-general-meeting.htm

  

June 28th, 2006 Meeting  

http://bayareadivers.org/map-
directions-general-meeting.htm
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By Beverly Cutler 

New Members: 

 
Richard Abel, Thomas & 

Lidia Arena, Patty Gaubatz, Harrold Henck, 
Emsley Haywood Phifer, Nanette & Bechham, 
Joel & Jake Skelly,  Linda Woodward 

Welcome to Summer.  This is the season a lot of us 
spend the most time in and around the water.  Above all, 
BE SAFE and then have a really great time.    

BAD ACTIVITIES 
Thanks go out to Polly for ‘AGAIN’ coordinating an event 
for BAD.  We had a very pleasant evening touring the 
‘prairie’ and then headed on over to the edge of Armand 
Bayou. We listened to how the marshes are being      
encouraged to come back.  These marshes provide the 
perfect habitat for water critters to raise their young.  New 
Braunsfels Canoeing and Camping is scheduled for June 
23, 24 & 25, 2006.  Camping will be at Jerry’s at the 1st 

crossing above Old Town Gruene on the Guadalupe.  
Electricity will be available.  Look at BAD’s website, 
www.bayareadivers.org

 

and then to the Events section 
for more information or contact Steve Giesler at 281-788-
6306 as he is coordinating this event.  Look for an article 
in this newsletter.  July 15& 16 is BAD’s Annual Blue  
Lagoon Treasure Hunt.  Diving, hamburgers, Treasurer 
Hunt, Camping and Breakfast Tacos, this has been 
added to the event, on Sunday are Scheduled. October 7 
is Trashfest, get your teams together. October 14 is 
BAD’s Annual Flea Market.  Jim DeLane will be        
coordinating the event.  Beverly will be handling the 
scheduling of the Volunteers. This list will make its      
appearance at the July membership meeting so if you 
have a time and place you had rather work sign up early 
to reserve your preferences. AND, again Don Barnes will 
be turning out his wonderful briskets and chicken. Tom 
Doolin’s Ambergris Caye, Belieze, trip will leave on     
October 14, 2006.  Randy Weidaman’s trip to CoCoView  

is October 21, 2006.  Look out for the October 21 Haunted 
Tour of Houston.  At the October 25, 2006 General Mem-
bership Meeting we will be electing our Diver of the Year.  
This has been moved up 1 month so that this award can 
be presented at BAD’s Anniversary Party in November.  
Also, our Costume Contest for BAD Members will take 
place October 25 so get your thinking/diving caps on.  Be 
on the look out for a Hyperbaric Chamber Tour, it looks 
like Capt. Randy’s persistence is paying off.  Look for     
Ja Van’s article for members to advertise their personal 
businesses in BAD’s Newsletter.  Jim Delane is looking for 
places to advertise our club and the Flea Market.  If you 
have suggestions contact his at Jimdelane 
@bayareadivers.org.

  

BAD BOD meets at 7PM the 1st Tuesday of the month at 
Ryans Steak House on Bay Area Blvd near Hwy 3.     
Everyone is invited – come on and join us as your input is 
valuable to this organization.  Some of us will be there at 6 
or 6:15 PM for dinner and socializing before the meeting 
begins.  See you there.  

Agenda for July BAD BOD  

BAD Charitable Contributions – who these  will 
be awarded to and for how much Money. 
BAD’s Membership Dues to TGCC  

      – Discussion & decision. 
Newsletter costs.  Discussion if this can be   fur-
ther reduced. 
More Events 
Retain & Acquire more members. 

Please take note that this agenda will probably be 
changing as the month progresses.  

KEEP BLOWING THOSE BUBBLES! ! !

 

April’s Guest: 

 

Lideer & Thomas Arener,  

Nancy DuFrane, Tencha Shoemaker  

May’s Guest: 

 

Anthony Berry, Shon Corrier, 

PJ & Terry Campagna, Chris Chung, William 
Devine, Tany Gorgurak, Russell Hare 

http:/www.bayareadivers.org
http://www.bayareadivers.org
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                  Store Hours 
Monday-Saturday 9am-7pm 

 Sunday 12noon-6pm 
          

               

  ALL LEVELS OF SCUBA TRAINING 
 Basic Snorkeling thru Advanced Technical 

Deep Water Aerobics 
Indoor Heated Pool on Premise  

  Equipment from most major manufacture 
  Computers  Tanks  Dry Suits  BCD’s

 

  Regulators    Wet Suits    Spear fishing

  

  Apparel    Photography    Jewelry

  

 Dive Accessories of all kinds   

  WORLDWIDE TRAVEL DESTINATIONS 
                        Groups     Individual    Clubs

  

  1307 First Street   Humble, TX 77338               
Tel: (281) 540-1616 Fax: (281) 446-8861 

  Email: info@wwdive.com

 

Website: www.wwdive.com

  
COMPANY 

May After Meeting Gathering  
Don’t forget about our After Meeting Gathering after       
the May General Membership Meeting.  Everyone seems 
to be enjoying Boondoggles so let’s meet there again.  

If you have suggestions about where to gather in the  fu-
ture let me know.  Please keep in mind that the location 
should be somewhere fairly close to our meeting  location.  

 

Any Member of the Bay Area Dive Club can run 
an add for as long as you would like.    

Business Card size would be $10.00 a month

 

Double Business card size would be $20.00 a 
month.  

   

Please contact Editor:  aladyfish@verizon.net

 
The BOD received new information regarding a change 
on the pricing of Tom Doolin’s Belize Trip and this      
information can be seen on the website trip flyer at 
www.bayareadivers.org. The BAD events of Prairie Night 
Ride – 6/10, Twin Lakes Dive Day – 6/17, and the New 
Braunfels Canoe & Camping Trip (6/23-6/25) are all   
happening this month.  Jim Delane will be sending out an 
email reminder to our members about the events. The 
Blue Lagoon Event is scheduled and on track according 
to Beverly Cutler for July 7/15-7/16 and Randy Widaman 
reported that tickets are now available for the November 
18, 2006, Anniversary Party at Monument Inn.  (See your 
BOD members for tickets.)  The cost of the meal is only 
$20 per ticket for all you can eat and each club member 
may also purchase one ticket for a guest if you want to 
bring someone to the party to join in the fun.  The Flea 
Market plans are on schedule and volunteers should be 
contacting Beverly Cutler to sign up.  The BOD is       
researching the possibility of a hyperbaric chamber tour 
and a breakfast fundraiser as club events for this sum-
mer.  The club newsletters are up to date and available 
on the website thanks to our Editor - Ja Van Pruett and 
Webmaster – Jim Delane.  The Coco View Trip in       
October will still have the same airline rates according to 
Randy Widaman, although new increased airline rates 
are going into effect now for any future trips. A volunteer 
for the club Librarian/Historian position is still needed, if 
you are interested.   

BAD’s BOARD (BOD) MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO All, 
so come on out and join us for our next meeting     
TUESDAY, JUly 11, 2006 at 7:00 PM at Ryan’s Steak 
House on Bay Area Blvd. near Hwy 3.  Everyone is en-
couraged to attend as we appreciate everyone’s partici-
pation and your input.  Come earlier if you would like to 
eat and visit with some of us prior to the meeting. 

By Madeleine K. Barnes  

 

JULY 

Ja Van Pruett 
Kyle Luzny  
Dustin Porter  
Don Eubanks   
David Johle     
Linda Furlong   
Shelly Luzny 
Ginny Pettinati  
Greg Trevino    
Natascha Cox                                                                                                                    

  July   5  
  July   6  
  July   8 
  July   9    
  July  10 
  July  11   
  July  11 
  July  11   
  July  13   
  July  25  

http://www.wwdive.com
http://www.bayareadivers.org


 
By Captain Randy  

Come join me, Captain Randy Widaman (M/V Fling) and 
13 other guest to CoCoView Resort on beautiful Roatan, 
Bay Island Honduras October 21-28, 2006. The trip    
includes round trip airfare from Houston IAH airport, 
transfers to and from the resort, 7 nights lodging and 6 
days of diving, welcome drink, 3 meals a day, a BBQ pic-
nic on the cay weather permitting, 2 boat trips per day 
with each boat trip having 2 dives each, unlimited beach 
diving day or night. We have 2 Bungalows and 5 A/C 
rooms reserved. Not included in the price is Roatans  
departure tax, tips, your drink tab, land tours, and gifts for 
the folks back home.  We will soon have a flyer out on the 
BAD web page www.bayareadivers.org

  

so check it out 
under “events.  For further info call Randy Widaman  281-
338-8808 home/fax or 832-264-8047 cell. My email ad-
dress is cap10randy@houston.rr.com

  

You can also 
c h e c k o u t C o C o V i e w ’ s w e b p a g e a t  
www.cocoviewresort.com

  

I have been to a lot of places 
diving and I honesty have to say this is the best,  so 
come join me for a fun filled week of great diving and re-
laxation. 

BRIEF REVIEW:  

By Madeleine K. Barnes  

If you were not able to make it to the Houston Underwater 
Photographic Society (HUPS) workshop on “Getting 
Started in Digital Underwater Photography on May 6th , 
you missed a really good workshop.   There were four 
sessions on equipment selection, getting started, how to 
create great images, and digital editing.  Would you     
believe it - good buoyancy control and dive skills were 
stressed as necessary in order to get those good photos?   
There was so much good information that it was hard to 
take it all in.  My hard drive (brain) is full, but like anything 
new, the more exposure that you get the more that you 
will learn by hearing things repeated and seeing examples 
for illustration.  Do not despair however, you will have 
other opportunities in the future to attend HUPS work-
shops this year.  There is an entire workshop on Photo-
shop software (in more depth) and editing your photos 
scheduled for August 19th  so mark your calendars and 
stay tuned for more information.  Remember that Bay 
Area Divers has some very experienced and knowledge-
able photographers to help answer your questions also.   

By Tom Doolin   

Ambergris Caye is a quiet little island in the northern 
part of Belize, near the border of Mexico.  I was          
interested in finding a new location for a group trip but 
wanted to see the resorts before recommending one to 
other divers so Ann Marie and I took a trip there last 
October.   

We arrived in Belize City on the afternoon flight with 
Taca.  After clearing customs and immigration, which 
was quite painless, we went to the domestic terminal to 
catch the short flight to San Pedro.  Taking off in the late 
afternoon, the 15 minute sunset ride made us feel like 
we were a million miles from the modern world.   

While on Ambergris we stayed in 3 hotels; the Blue 
Tang, Journey’s End and our favorite, El Pescador.   We 
arrived at El Pescador by water taxi on Wednesday and 
were met on the dock by Penne and Bob.  Penne helps 
manage the resort and Bob runs the fishing operation.   

After a welcome drink we were shown to our villa. The 
villas are beautiful 3 bedroom houses with a huge   
common area equipped with a full kitchen, comfortable 
living room and a second floor deck which looks out 
over the Caribbean and a private salt water swimming 
pool.   

It was nice to have a kitchen in the villa but with quality 
of the food, we did not really need it. The evening     
routine starts every day at 3PM with the opening of the 
bar.  Divers and fisherman alike show up as they finish 
the day’s activities to swap lies about the size of the 
fish.  Dinner is served at 6:30PM in the open air.  The 
tables are set up banquet style so everyone has the  
opportunity to socialize with other guests.  It’s a great 
way to meet new friends.  

 I was up early the next morning, excited about the day’s 
dives.  I met Alanzo Flota, PADI instructor, head of the 
Dive operation and co-owner of the resort.  He was in 
the pool with a student taking a refresher class and I 
could tell by the way he was working with his student 
that this was going to be a great day.   

Once they finished in the pool, we loaded up the gear 
and headed for the reefs.  Alonzo specializes in small 
groups to make your dive more intimate. Safety and  
personal attention ensure a dramatic dive that you'll  
remember for a lifetime.  Alonzo works with groups of 2 
to 7 divers to provide the attention and safety so tension 
will be replaced with relaxation.  Smooth water and dive 
sights  no more  than 10 minutes from the dock result in 
dive trip, Belize has a different approach.  You will go on  
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an interesting approach to diving.  While most of us are 
used to being on the water for 6 to 8 hours for a 3 tank 
dive trip, Belize has a different approach.  You will go on 
three 1 tank dive trips and take your surface interval on 
the beach back at the resort.  This is an ideal situation 
for divers who are traveling with non-divers.  Instead of 
being gone all day, you’ll be gone for an hour and then 
have lunch with your companion.   

On these trips we had 4 divers and visited 2 great 
sights, Caye Canyon and Mexico Rock.  Belize is      
protected by a barrier reef which is about ¼ mile off-
shore.  There are several natural cuts through the reef 
which provide passage for the dive boats.  The guide 
will pick his favorite spot and tie off to a mooring buoy.  
From the barrier reef, which runs north south, there are 
a series of coral formations which push out to the west 
like fingers.  The tops are as shallow as 30’ going as 
deep as 100’.   

Alanzo is a great guide and lead the group through the 
coral formations spotting sea life before any of the di-
vers knew they were there.  He briefed us on his hand 
signals before hand so when we heard him rap on is 
tank and saw his signals we knew exactly what to look 
for.  Sea turtles were the highlights but we saw plenty of 
mature blue tang, barracuda, colorful parrot fish and the 
largest puffer I have ever seen.   

Since the boats are typically 20’ which carry 7 to 10 
divers, the entry is a back roll and the exit involves the 
removal of you gear in the water and passing it up to the 
deck hand.  This was new to me since the majority of 
my boat diving has been large operation in Panama 
City, Florida.  It take a little more to do but well worth it 
to dive with a group of 4 instead of a group as large as 
30 on a single wreck.  I felt like I had the Caribbean to 
myself.   

Since Ann Marie is not a diver we decided to go on a 
snorkel trip the next day.  On the trip we stopped at 2 
sites, Hol Chan and Shark/Ray Alley.  Hol Chan is 
Spanish for little pass and it is a long, narrow pass 
through the barrier reef.  It makes for a great snorkel trip 
since you can swim alone one side of the pass and back 
along the other.  We also swam over the top of the reef 
to see what life was there.  We saw all the reef fish you 
would see diving along with a few extras.  We spotted a 
green moray out in the open and several sea turtles.  

Shark/Ray alley was another exciting stop.  It is a spot 
inside the reef where the boat operators attract nurse 
sharks and sting rays by chumming the water.  Once the 
water is filled with the sharks and rays we all jump in the 
water to swim among them.  The guide even took one of 
the sharks by the dorsal fin, reached under his belly and 
flipped it over for the guests to pet.  I must admit,  that  

level of interaction made me a little nervous but after a 
few minutes we became very comfortable with the 
sharks swimming around.   

The next day was our last before flying home so there 
was no more diving.  Ann Marie and I took 2 bicycles 
and road into town.  After a short ride along a cart path 
which passes for a road and a ride on a hand pulled 
ferry (next time we will take the water ferry) we did lots 
of shopping along Barrier Reef Drive and Pescador 
Drive.  The shops have everything you could ask for 
from woods carving, paintings and jewlery made by 
local artisans to beautiful scarves and clothing.  If you 
are interested you can even buy larger wooden      
products such as deck chairs and decorative statues.  
The shops know just how much you can take home on 
the plane and they will ship items back to the US.  

While El Pescador was the highlight of the trip for    
diving and lodging, there was one other experience 
which I must talk about.  The Rendezvous Restaurant 
& Winery is was a surprise to both Ann Marie and I and 
is Ambergris Caye's latest fine dining restaurant      
specializing in authentic Thai & French Fusion Cuisine.  
With only 24 seats and an open style kitchen this     
intimate setting is a one of a kind on Ambergris Caye.  
Rendezvous Restaurant and Winery produces their 
own brand of wines called "Rendezvous Estates©" 
made right on the property. With five favorites you are 
sure to find one you'll enjoy. Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Merlot are the most popular in the reds and you will 
have a hard time deciding if you prefer the Pinot    
Chardonnay or the Trebiano.  Glenn and Colleen have 
spent years making wine and brought their art to San 
Pedro.   

After a marvelous week of diving, snorkeling, shopping 
and fine dining, Ann Marie and I made our farewells on 
the dock and took the water taxi back to San Pedro.  
We were back in Houston in no time and all with all the 
great memories and excited about bringing a group 
back to enjoy this marvelous spot.  
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When:  November 11th, 2006  

Where:  Monument Inn at  4406      Battle-
ground Road  LaPorte, Texas     281-479-
1521  www.monumentinn.com

 

down the 
street from the “Battleship Texas” and 
right next to the Lynchburg Ferry Land-
ing.    

Time:  Social Hour 6:30 pm with dinner 
being served at 7:00pm  

Dress:  Casual  

Door Prizes:

    

Menu:  All you can eat fish, shrimp, crabs, 
oysters,  ice tea, coffee and cake.  

Cost:  $20.00  per person  

Contact:  cap10randy at 832-264-8047 cell 
# or cap10randy@houston.rr.com  for 
ticket reservations.     

Thursday, June 15, 2006; Posted: 3:03 p.m. EDT  
(19:03 GMT)   Sent in by Jim Ward    

A blue parrotfish swims by  coral in the waters of the Midway Atoll, which will 

WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Bush cre-
ated a vast new marine sanctuary on Thurs-
day, extending stronger federal    protections 
to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands and 
the surrounding waters with their endan-
gered monk seals, nesting green sea turtles 
and other rare species. 

miles wide in the Pacific Ocean. It's home to more than 7,000 
species, at least a fourth of them found nowhere else.   

"To put this area in context, this national monument is more than 
100 times larger than Yosemite National Park," Bush said. "It's 
larger than 46 of our 50 states, and more than seven times larger 
than all our national marine sanctuaries combined. This is a big 
deal."   

Bush announced his creation of the nation's 75th national monu-
ment at a White House ceremony. The decision  immediately sets 
aside 140,000 square miles of largely uninhabited islands, atolls, 
coral reef colonies and underwater peaks known as seamounts to 
be managed by federal and state agencies.   

In introducing the president, first lady Laura Bush quoted Mark 
Twain, who once described Hawaii as "the loveliest fleet of is-
lands that lies anchored in any ocean."   

Conrad C. Lautenbacher, head of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, which will manage nearly all of it, 
said the new protected area would dwarf all       others.  

"It's the single-largest act of ocean conservation in history. It's a 
large milestone," Lautenbacher said. "It is a place to maintain 
biodiversity and to maintain basically the nurseries of the Pacific. 
It spawns a lot of the life that permeates the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean."  

It is only the second time that Bush has invoked the 1906 Na-
tional Antiquities Act, which gives the president authority to cre-
ate national monuments to preserve the nation's ancient cultural 
sites and unusual geological features. The law itself turned 100 
this month.  

The president had planned as late as Wednesday to use instead 
the National Marine Sanctuary Act, a law that would allow chal-
lenges from Congress and others to the decision, said a senior  
administration official, speaking on condition of anonymity so as 
not to upstage Bush.    

"This means the area will get immediate protection rather than 
having to wait another year," the official said, adding that Bush 
opted at the last minute to create a national monument after real-
izing the process had gone on for five years and elicited thou-
sands of comments.  

With the national monument designation, the federal government 
can immediately begin a five-year phaseout of the eight commer-
cial fishing permits in the area and impose strict prohibitions on 
any other extractive uses, the official said.  

In February, Bush used the antiquities law for the first time when 
he declared part of the African Burial Ground in the lower Man-
hattan section of New York City a national monument. The site, 
covering less than half an acre, marks where an estimated 20,000 
slaves and free blacks were buried in the 18th century  
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Send in by Jim Ward  

A lobster that already looks like it's been cooked on one side 
won't suffer the real thing, thanks to a sharp-eyed fisher-
man.  

The oddly coloured lobster "looks curious …  It was almost 
just the same as [being] boiled on one side," said Kirk Tulk, 
who caught the lobster in one of his pots outside his home 
in Aspen Cove, in Hamilton Sound on Newfoundland's 
northeast coast.  

The lower right part of the lobster's body is bright orange, as 
is its upper claw. Tulk said he has been told that the        
unusual colouring may be due to a protein deficiency in the 
lobster's body.  

Tulk is donating the lobster to the marine interpretation   
centre in Terra Nova National Park, which includes observa-
tion tanks that can be viewed by the public.  

The lobster will also be examined by scientists from the  
federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans. 


