
COME VISIT and DIVE 
WITH YOUR FRIENDS and NEIGHBORS   

  Bay Area Divers meet at Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Road 1 at    
  7:30 pm the last Wednesday of each month (except December).   

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!   

The B.A.D. Board of Directors meet at 
Ryan’s Steakhouse on Bay Area Blvd. on 

the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm.  
All members are welcome. 

 

  September, 2006

 

        5  BAD BOD Meeting  
       27        BAD General Membership Meeting                            
   
  October, 2006

 

        5  BAD BOD Meeting  
        7         Trashfest in New Braunfel’s 
       14        BAD Flea Market — Jim DeLane  
       14        Ambergris Caye — Tom Doolin  
       21        Coco View Resort — Randy Widaman  
       21        Haunted Tour of Houston  
       27        BAD General Membership Meeting   
           
  November, 2006   
       7     BAD BOD Meeting  
      18         32nd Annual BAD Anniversary Party 
      29         BAD General Membership Meeting      

  December, 2006   
       7     BAD BOD Meeting  
      18         32nd Annual BAD Anniversary Party 
      29        BAD General Membership Meeting   
   
  January, 2007

 

        5  BAD BOD Meeting  
       27        BAD General Membership Meeting                                                      
    

       Have an event you want      
     to lead, contact the Board    
     for more details 
        

         

The BAD Calendar 

Wednesday September 27— Meeting - 7:30pm   
Guest speaker is Larry McKenna with SOLO 

Larry McKenna of Happy Cat Video Productions. is an internation-
ally acclaimed Adventure Videographer. Larry organized SOLO 
"Save Our Leatherback Turtle Organization" dedicated to the preser-
vation of Leatherback Turtles, which are the largest Sea Turtle and 
reptile. Come and learn about this fascinating sea creature which is 
threatened with extinction. 

Thanks to:  
Guest speaker is Kelly Drinnen with 

Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary 
The Flower Gardens are the northern most coral reef system and is the 
only coral reef off the Texas Coast and a qualifies as a "local" dive 
trip. Come and learn about the sea creatures, the corals and the unique 
geological formation known as the Flower Gardens and Stetson 
Banks.!! 

September 

Judy Rabren          9/3 
Barbara Courtright  9/9 
James Parker                 9/13 
Thomas Arena                  9/16 
Nanette Skelly                 9/16 
David Erdin                 9/17 
Emsley Haywood Phifer 9/18 
Frank Resch                 9/18 
Debbie Stanford 9/21 
Madeleine Barnes 9/22 
Fran Eubanks                 9/26 
Sam Lindsey                 9/29 
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By Beverly Cutler  

Yes, it is still very hot out there but in a couple of months 
most of us will cease diving around here. You still have 
lots time to make the best of this warm weather so let’s go 
blow lots of bubbles really soon. And, you know it is not 
too early to begin planning your dive trips for next year.  

Activities  

Rowe Henry is providing a TrashFests, October 7, 2006 
Roster for teams and team members and our Annual Flea 
Market is October 14.  Mark your calendars to come on 
out to help with this event and shop for additional items 
for your dive locker. Contact Beverly Cutler, 713-472-
9788/713-898-9413, if you would like to volunteer to help 
with our Flea Market. A Halloween Tour of Houston will 
take place on October 21st. Call Beverly to sign up.     
Halloween Costume Contest will be held on Oct. 27.  
Diver of the Year will also be elected on Oct. 27.  When it 
comes to our Anniversary Party, November 18th, see any 
of the BAD Board Members for tickets. BAD Officers 
and Board members will be elected at the Nov. 29 Gen-
eral Meeting. We are still looking  for a Nominations       
Committee Chairperson to help with the 2007 officer 
Election process. We need someone who will gather 
names of  people to run for our BAD BOD.  This organi-
zation needs BOD members who are willing to donate a 
little time to help this club continue to provide an        
environment of diving opportunities, education and     
socializing for our members. This can be a very fun and 
educating  opportunity.  (Just  a little  note: If  you are the  

Continued — Nominations Committee Chairperson you 
may not run for or be elected to a BAD BOD Position.)  

Agenda for Oct. 5 BAD BOD Meeting.    

      —   Reports from Officers and Committee      
             Chairpersons.   
      —   Discussion on upcoming Events. 
      —   Discussion on our upcoming Flea Market.  
      —   Discussion on to inform members of         
             services offered by other members.  
     —   If you have something to add to the     
            agenda please notify me.  

Please make note that this agenda will probably be 
changing as the month progresses.  

Keep Blowing Those Bubbles! 
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New Members —   
Dan/Lori & Bruce, Tony, Chrissy Collins, James Foley, 

Walter Giebelhaus,     Alan & Christopher Lattie,      
Moira Elizabeth Pechacek  

Guests —  Kelly Drinnen, Walter Giebelhaus,  
Gail Hoffman  

Gloria and Joe are 
the proud parents 
of their daughter 
Moria Elizabeth 
Pechacek. Moira 
was born on Au-
gust 16, 2006 at 
7:07 pm.  Moria 
weighed 10lbs-2oz 
and was 21 inches 
long.  

http://www.bayareadivers.org


 
By Madeleine K. Barnes  

The Texas Gulf Coast Council (TGCC) of dive clubs is 
hosting their annual “Trashfest” clean up of the Comal 
River at New Braunfels on October 7th.  Rowe Henry is 
putting together BAD teams for competition and requests 
participants to contact him.  There are currently 1-2 teams 
being formed.  The plans for the October 14th Flea Market 
are coming together according to Jim Delane who has sold 
29 tables as of this date.  Rowe Henry announced that he 
has the club raffle item (a regulator) for the event.       
Beverly Cutler is heading up the volunteers for the event 
and BAD requests your help to make it a success (contact 
her to sign up).  Be sure to wear your BAD shirt, if you 
have one, to the event and go through your dive gear for 
any that you want to sell at the BAD table (no cost to 
members and volunteers sell it for you).  Every club  
member volunteer will receive a BAD (logo) hat for their 
time and effort in addition to participation in the volunteer 
door  prize  drawing  and  party  after  the event. BAD will 
have a nice brochure describing our club to hand out at the 
Flea Market gate courtesy of Judy Rabren.  Randy Wida-
man stated that tickets are available for the Anniversary 
Party planned for November 18th at Monument Inn.  The 
cost of the meal is only $20 and covers all you can eat and 
each club member may also purchase one ticket for a 
guest if you want to bring someone to the party to join in 
the fun.  (See the event calendar link for details on 
www.bayareadivers.org)  Voting will take place at the 
September 27th membership meeting regarding the           
addition of a budget item to cover agreed upon payment 
for club meeting security services provided in the past.  
Beverly Cutler is requesting that volunteers for the  Nomi-
nating Committee contact her.  The club election for    
officers and board members for 2007 will take place at the 
November 29th meeting.    

If you have any dive related magazines that you have fin-
ished reading and want to share with other Baddies, bring 
them to the meetings and place them on the back table.  
Any vendors/others running trips can also place their trip 
flyers on the table for club member information and par-
ticipation.   

BAD’s BOARD (BOD) MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO 
All, so come on out and join us for our next meeting 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2006 at 7:00 PM at Ryan’s 
Steak House on Bay Area Blvd. near Hwy 3.  Everyone is 
encouraged to attend as we appreciate everyone’s partici-
pation and your input.  Come earlier if you would like to 
eat and visit with some of us prior to the meeting.     

 

Continued —   

Note:

  

As per Jim Delane, our Flea Market Chairperson, 
34 Flea Market tables have been sold as of 9/11/06.   

Go Jim! 
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           Store Hours 

Monday-Saturday 9am-7pm 
Sunday 12noon-6pm 

          
             

          

ALL LEVELS OF SCUBA TRAINING 
Basic Snorkeling thru Advanced Technical 

Deep Water Aerobics 
Indoor Heated Pool on Premise  

Equipment from most major manufacture 
Computers  Tanks  Dry Suits  BCD’s

 

Regulators    Wet Suits    Spear fishing

  

Apparel    Photography    Jewelry

  

Dive Accessories of all kinds   

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL DESTINATIONS 
                  Groups     Individual    Clubs

  

1307 First Street   Humble, TX 77338                   
Tel: (281) 540-1616 Fax: (281) 446-8861 

Email: info@wwdive.com

 
COMPANY 

The Texas Clipper did 
indeed settle her stern at 
her berth in Beaumont. 
I'm unsure whether the 
exact cause was a leak, a 
bilge pump problem, or 
something else, but she 
has been fixed and is 
floating again. However, 
as a result of this incident MARAD (who currently holds 
title to her) has decided that maybe she'd be better off 
scrapped and has sent out emergency   

RFP's to get bids on scrapping her.  PLEASE WRITE 
MARAD AND LET THEM KNOW TEXAS DIVERS 
DON'T WANT HER SCRAPPED. Emails should to to 
Ms. Julie Nelson (julie.nelson@dot.gov) with a CC to Ms. 
Zoe Washnis (zoe.washnis@dot.gov). 

Deadline for article submission for next month is October 8th, 2006    E-Mail   aladyfish@verizon.net 

http://www.bayareadivers.org


           Deadline for article submission for next month is October 8th, 2006   E-Mail   aladyfish@verizon.net 
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TrashFest 2006   

Getting to TrashFest   

From Houston: Exit 
I-10 at Seguin on 
Hwy 46 North. Stay 
on Hwy 46 North un-
der I-35 (becomes 
Loop 337). Take Loop 
337 to Common 
Street, then left. Reg-
istration will be held 
at the Comal County 
Fairgrounds on Common Street (on the right).  

Saturday, October 7, 2006  
New Braunfels, Texas    

Just for fun, the council gathers once a year in scenic 
New Braunfels to clean the crystal clear Comal River  

after a season of tubers have "lost" literally tons of trash. 
You can be proud that this is one of the oldest environ-

mental clean up campaigns in the nation --- we taught the 
rest of 'em how to do it, Texas style!   

Why wait? If you would like to brush up on your diving 
skills, practice diving in the shortest river in Texas, enjoy 

the underwater view or just need to get wet, New     
Braunfels just can't be beat. Be sure to wear your     

Trashfest T-shirt, and it wouldn't hurt if you pass this on 
to both your diving and non-diving friends.   

For information, contact the New Braunfels Chamber of 
Commerce at 800-572-2626 

or online at http://www.nbcham.org

    

For information on the Comal River visit 
http://www.exploreuw.com/sc04004.htm

    

Schedule of Activities   

8:00 - 10:00 AM Registration at Comal County 
Fairgrounds  

10:00 - 10:45 AM Contestants Meeting  
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Diving in assigned areas of the 

Comal River  
1:00 - 3:00 PM Diving in any part of the Comal 

River  
3:00 PM All Trash Due at Check-In Site (Prince 

Solms Park)  
5:00 - 8:00 PM Dinner and Awarding of Door 

Prizes and Super Scooper Prizes  
Entry Fee: $15/Person, Team of 8 - $100  

This is a TEXAS GULF COAST 
                  COUNCIL OF DIVE CLUBS event 

for more information 
                http://www.tgccdiving.org/trashfest.html

  
                    August 10, 2006

   
On July 26 at the Bay Area Divers general meet-

ing, Joan David with Sharks.org did a presentation 
about whale sharks. Holbox is just north of Cancun. 

The comment that stuck was "Holbox is right on 
your doorstep". Since I had planned to go diving in 

Cozumel, which is just south of Cancun, Holbox 
was really on my doorstep.  I was not sure how    

difficult it would be to set up an excursion at the 
last minute. That is where "Rodrigo" comes into the 
picture. He is an ex-pat from El Paso and has lived 

there for over 8 years. He offered to take care of 
everything and did a fine job. Learn more about 
Rodrigo and our trip to Holbox on the page and 
slideshow "The Holbox Adventure". We left at 

about 7:30 am and the ride was about an hour. The 
whale sharks congregate in a shallow area  off 
shore where the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean  

converge. It is plankton rich and it is common to 
see manta rays feeding as well. They feed until 

around noon and then descend back into the depths. 
We got 4 encounters lasting about 10 minutes each. 
The guide positions the boat in the path of a feeding 

shark and you hit the water and up to and swim 
along side of the shark for as long as you can. Then 
you chase another until exhausted, get back in the 
boat and let the next group go. These fish are large 

and are leisurely feeding. However, due to their 
size, what is slow and easy movement to them is a 
lot of work for us. The greatest experience I had 

was as I was swimming alongside towards the head 
of one shark, it saw me and slowed down. I got  

eyeball to eyeball and we looked at each other for a 
period. Truely awesome. If you ever have the     

opportunity - go!    

*Did you know? Whale sharks are thought to live 100 
to 150 years. 

4 

http://www.nbcham.org
http://www.exploreuw.com/sc04004.htm
http://www.tgccdiving.org/trashfest.html
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