The BAD Calendar

June, 2007

5 BAD BOD Mesting

23 Twin Lakes Dive & BBQ— Jim Delane

27  BAD General Membership Meeting
July, 2007

3 BAD BOD Mesting
21-22  Blue Lagoon Picnic/Campout—Jim

Delane

25 BAD General Membership Meeting

30-8/7  Cozumel Trip —Bill Jones

August, 2007

7 BAD BOD Mesting
29 BAD Genera Membership Meeting

September, 2007
4 BAD BOD Meeting
26  BAD General Membership Meeting

October, 2007
2  BAD BOD Mesting
6 TRASHFEST
13  BAD DiversFlea Market— Jim Delane
20-27 CoCo View Trip—Randy Widaman
31 BAD General Membership Meeting

Novermber, 2007
6 BAD BOD Mesting
10 BAD Anniversary Party
28  BAD General Membership Meeting

Have an event you want
to lead, contact the Board
for more details

NEWS FROM
The 'Get Wet”" Club

JUNE 2007

June 27, 2007 - General Meeting
Social startsat 7pm - Meeting at 7:30pm

We will have Dennis Deavenport with the HUPS (Houston
Underwater Photographic Society) is coming to talk to us
about underwater photography and show us shots from
recent trips. If you wer e at SeaSpace 2007, it was HUPS that
had that gallery of beautiful photos and Denniswas a
primary contributor to the collection. Thiswill be an
informative and fun presentation.

Public Welcome
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" WISHES 7 Rebecca Sykes 7

‘OM my Bettina Kuever 13
y&-uﬂ ~€ ) Paul Bird 14
L Jim Carmin 19

GeorgeUlrich 23
Rowe Henry 24
Lori Collins 30

Patty Gaubatz 30

COME VISIT and DIVE
WITH YOUR FRIENDS and NEIGHBORS

Bay Area Divers meet at Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Road 1 at
7:30 pm the last Wednesday of each month (except December).
GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

The B.A.D. Board of Directors meet at
Ryan’s Steakhouse on Bay Area Blvd. on
the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00
pm. All members are welcome.
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By Randy Widaman

Well summer is finally here and the time to start
pulling out your gear and checking it out is now
upon us. My trip to CoCo View 3 weeks ago turned
out to be equipment failure one for me. First my
octopus L P hose blow then the next day my HP hose
developed a massive small bubble leak all up and
down the hose. Then my old faithful mask decided
to start leaking and fogging up on me. | tried 4 kinds
of defog and none worked. Someone finally gave me
another mask to us. So be sure to have your gear
checked out before flying off to that Caribbean resort
only to find out your gear is in need of repair. The
board met last Tuesday and we have started making
plans for more club activity this year. So check the
BAD web page out for further details.
www.bayareadivers.org | want to thank Jim Delane
for the Twin Lakes outing. | was out of town but
heard that those that attended had a great time. Or
last general meeting was well attended and | want to
thank our speaker for a very informative report on
South Padre Island and it's many attractions. We
hope that soon the Texas Clipper merchant marine
ship will be sunk of our own coast down near Port
Isabell. EPA and other groups are demanding more
preparation prier to her sinking. Well don’t forget to
make your calendar for our next Genera meeting
June 27" and bring a guest with you this time,

| Guests

New Members — Debra Jean Dale,
Brian & Betty, Kitty, Michael Russo,
Catherine Schexnider

Bay Area Divers Officers & Directors

President ~ Randy Widaman  caplOrandy@houston.rr.com

V. President Jim Delane Jimdelane@bayareadivers.org

Secretary

Treasurer  Lucinda Guajardo lucinda.guajardo@citihomestx.com
Editor Ja Van Pruett aladyfish@verizon.net

Board Rowe Henry rowehenry@hotmail.com

Board Butch Shannon  butch@pdg.net

Board Tanya Gorguraki  cchung95@yahoo.com

Webmaster: Jim Delane Jimdelane@bayareadivers.org

Bartender:  Polly Swerdlin  pfollyred@yahoo.com

Sales: Verna Shannon butch@pdg.net

Deadline for article submission for next month is:

Last Minute THP (Mo

Flower Gardens October 13—14, 2007 aboard the
M/V Spree. They can register and pay on line at

logo at the bottom of the front page. Call Dennis Camp at
281-703-6492 if you have any questions!

\We are in need of a Secretary

By: Randy Widaman

Hello fellow BADdies. | am sending out this request
to fill the Office of Secretary. Our elected Secretary
Jm Carmin has accepted and offer from our military
and will be returning to full active service starting in
April. So | am asking of our membership if there
are those out there how would be willing to step
up and offer to help fill this position on the board.

BAD's BOARD (BOD) MEETINGS

ARE OPEN TO All, so come on out and join us for our
next meeting TUESDAY, July 3, 2007 a 7:00 PM at
Ryan’s Steak House on Bay Area Blvd. near Hwy 3.
Everyone is encouraged to attend as we appreciate every-
one's participation and your_input. Come earlier if you
would like to eat and visit with some of us prior to the
meeting.

| §

Any Member of the Bay Area Dive Club can run
an add for as long as you would like.

Business Card size would be $10.00 a month
Double Business card size would be $20.00 a
month.

Please contact Editor: aladyfish@verizon.net

July 8th, 2007 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net


http://www.bayareadivers.org
http://www.bayareadivers.org
http://www.captainwaldos.com

Many Thanks to our Speakers NOAA Ocean Exploration's 2007

On March 28" meeting, we want to give thanks to
Dennis Camp for doing the presentation at the last BAD
general meeting. Dennis is with Captain Waldos Dive
Shop and the Cressi representative in Houston. He
provided us with a great presentation on the differences
in dive equipment. From fins to masks and everything
in between, he discussed the differences and advantages
of the many different types of dive products available to
divers. | found the discussion on BCs and regulators very
informative. | learned a lot and there was something for
most everyone there.

On April 25™ meeting, we had awonderful presentation
on Aquarena Springs in San Marcus. The Aquarena
Springs has crystal clear water. The have an archeologi-
cal certification that is required to dive and explore the
Springs area. This presentation will provide us with
information about the Springs, the history and the
program. Since San Marcus is such a short ride from
Houston, if we get a good response, maybe we can take a
group up there for aweekend.

At thelast General Meeting:
May 30th - General Meeting

We had Deeonda Ahadi with the South Padre Island
Convention & Visitors Bureau coming to talk to us about
diving in that part of Texas. She about the South Pa-
dre 'Scuba Week' which they pan to hold annualy in the
third week of September. She discussed the activities
that will be going on and to tell us about the special
packages they are putting together to bring more scuba
divers to the South Padre Island area. For more informa-

tion go toiwww.sopadre.comi

ST s e i il

The Board of Directors has approved new guide-
lines for trips associated with the club. There was
some concern that the previous Trip Guidelines
had redundant requirements and after 3 months
of review and revisions, the new Trip Guidelines
have been approved. The guidelines are posted
on the website at http:/bayareadivers.org

The guidelines are posted in a pdf format and
can be printed directly off the website.

Deadline for article submission for next month is:

We are pleased to announce the second expedition of
NOAA Ocean Exploration's 2007 field season, "Cayman
Islands Twilight Zone," is now available on NOAA's Ocean
Explorer website at:oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/
explorations/07mexico/welcome.html

From June 4-July 6, a diverse team of scientists will use the
Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) Jason Il and the NOAA
Ship Ronald Brown to expand upon the "Expedition to the
Deep Slope 2006" exploration and study of hydrocarbon
seep communities deeper than 1000 meters in the Gulf of
Mexico. The scientific team includes Minerals Management
Service (MMS) and other US scientists who have led the
exploration, discovery, and study of the Gulf of Mexico cold
seeps for the last 20 years as well as leading internationa
seep scientists from Germany, France and Austria.

Chemosynthetic communities in the Gulf of Mexico
were found by accident in 1984. These communities are
similar to the hydrothermal vent communities first
discovered in the Galapagos in 1977 in that they are
based upon energy produced by chemosynthesis; but while
energy for the Galapagos communities is derived from
underwater hot springs, deep sea chemosynthetic communi-
ties in the Gulf of Mexico are found in areas where gases
(such as methane and hydrogen sulfide) and oil seep out of
Sediments. These areas, known as cold seeps, are commonly
found aong continental margins, and (like hydrothermal
vents) are home to many species of organisms that have not
been found anywhere else on Earth.

Expedition to the Deep Slope 2007 is focused on detailed
sampling and mapping of four key sites visited in the 2006
mission, as well as exploring new sites identified from
seismic survey data. Web coverage for this mission includes
"Conservation in the Deep Sea," "Dissolved Gases," and
"Seafloor Geology and Biology" content essays written by
the mission scientists. Web logs, including video and
images, written by scientists and other explorers at sea
capture daily activities and discoveries. An "Ask an
Explorer” feature is also available to submit questions to and
receive answers from the explorers while they are engaged
in the expedition.

P—— el

Logon and dive |-
in!

oceanexpl orer.noaa.gov/expl orations/07mexi co/wel come.html

All we do istouched by ocean, yet weremain on the shore of
what we know.

3 -Richard Wilbur

July 8th, 2007 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net


http://www.sopadre.com
http://bayareadivers.org/
constitution-bylaws-guidelines/
BADDiveTripGuidelines-Adopted-4-3-07.pdf

Weapon dates Bowhead Whale to 1800s

BOSTON, Massachusetts (AP) -- A

50-ton bowhead whale caught off the

Alaskan coast last month had a
; weapon fragment embedded in its
2 neck that showed it survived asimilar
* hunt -- more than a century ago.

Embedded deep under its blubber was a 3Y~inch arrow-
shaped projectile that has given researchers insight into the
whale's age, estimated between 115 and 130 years old.

"No other finding has been this precise," said John Bock-
stoce, an adjunct curator of the New Bedford Whaling Mu-
seum.

Cdculating a whal€e's age can be difficult, and is usualy
gauged by amino acids in the eye lenses. It's rare to find
one that has lived more than a century, but experts say the
oldest were close to 200 years old.

The bomb lance fragment, lodged in a bone between the
whale's neck and shoulder blade, was likely manufactured
in New Bedford, on the southeast coast of Massachusetts, a
major whaling center at that time, Bockstoce said.

It was probably shot at the whale from a heavy shoulder
gun around 1890. The small metal cylinder was filled with
explosives fitted with atime-delay fuse so it would explode
seconds after it was shot into the whale. The bomb lance
was meant to kill the whale immediately and prevent it
from escaping. The device exploded and probably injured
the whale, Bockstoce said. "It probably hurt the whale, or
annoyed him, but it hit him in a non-lethal place," he said.
"He couldn't have been that bothered if he lived for another
100 years."

The whale harkens back to far different era. If 130 years
old, it would have been born in 1877, the year Rutherford
B. Hayes was sworn in as president, when federal Recon-
struction troops withdrew from the South and when
Thomas Edison unveiled his newest invention, the phono-
graph.

The 49-foot male whale died when it was shot with a
similar projectile last month, and the older device was
found buried beneath its blubber as hunters carved it with a
chain saw for harvesting. "It's unusua to find old things
like that in whales, and | knew immediately that it was
quite old by its shape,” said Craig George, a wildlife
biologist for the North Slope Borough Department of
Wildlife Management, who was called down to the site
soon after it was found.

The revelation led George to return to a similar piece found
in a whale hunted near St. Lawrence Island in 1980, which
he sent to Bockstoce to compare. "We didn't make anything
of it at the time, and no one had any idea about their life
span, or speculated that a bowhead could be that old,"

Deadline for article submission for next month is:

4

Bockstoce said he was impressed by notches carved into the
head of the arrow used in the 19th century hunt, a traditional
way for the Alaskan hunters to indicate ownership of the
whale. Whaling has always been a prominent source of food
for Alaskans, and is monitored by the International Whaling
Commission. A hunting quota for the Alaska Eskimo
Whaling Commission was recently renewed, alowing 255
whales to be harvested by 10 Alaskan villages over five
years.

After it is analyzed, the fragment will be displayed at the
Inupiat Heritage Center in Barrow, Alaska
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