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The "Get Wet"” Club
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May 28th, 2008
Social startsat 7pm - Meeting at 7:30pm

General Meeting : Larry McKenna. Hejust got back from
the jungles of Indonesia and has awhole lot of photos and
information about the California L eatherbacks that nesting

and the islands, the water and histrip in general. | don’t
know how much diving he got in but maybe he will bring
some pictures of that too.
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COME VISIT and DIVE
WITH YOUR FRIENDS and NEIGHBORS
Bay Area Divers meet at Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Road 1 at

7:30 pm the last Wednesday of each month (except December).
GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

B.A.D. Board of Directors meet at 'Teahouse' is between
Valdos & Boondoggles located at 4106 NASA Rd 1in
Seabrook. on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm.
All members are welcome.

Deadline for article submission for next month is:  June 8th, 2008 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net



PRESIDEN

By: Jim Delane

Hello BADdies!

Summer is here and people have started to head out to exotic
destinations. It istimeto ‘Get Wet'!

| want to thank everyone for their support and participation.

We now have BAD window/bumper stickersfor sdlefor $1 ea/ 3
for $2. They will be available at the meeting.

We have a couple of things going on in June. We have our annual
dive picnic / campout coming up weekend of June 6/7 at the Blue
Lagoon in Huntsville. | will be there, | will bring the pit and my
gpare tanks, BC's and reg's. So you have no excuse not to show
up, blow some bubbles and chow down.

Also, we have an excursion to Canyon Lake June 20-22. More
informaion on that at the meeting.

We have got some good names in for the new “flea market”
renaming. The top 3 will be presented to the club at the next
general meeting for discussion and voting. | have talked with
some of the conservation organizations about us doing the
seminar presentations and they are excited.

| want to extend an invitation to the membership. If you decide
that you want to dive Mammoth Lake/ Twin Lakes or someplace
else, on a whim or short notice — please let me know. | will
forward it out to the membership. All | need is where, when and
what time. A lot of people are just looking for an excuse to dive
and that is all they need. It is sorta like “should | cut the grass or
dive.... Hmmmm’

Anyway, | look forward to seeing you at the meeting. Ja Van is
bringing the door prizes and Sandee is bringing the food! The
speaker is Larry McKenna. He just got back from Indonesia.

See you there!

Bay Area Divers Officers & Directors
President  Jim Delane Jimdelane@bayareadivers.org
V. President Kyle Stephens TXhighlife69@yahoo.com
Secretary  Sandee Roguemore Morerogus@aol.com
Treasurer  Steve Giesler steve.giesler@gmail.com
Editor Ja Van Pruett aladyfish@verizon.net
Board Randy Widaman caplOrandy@comcast.net
Board Dennis R. Camp DCamp@HibexIntl.com
Board PeeWee (Rodney) Dwire  Rodney.Dwire@lyondellbasell.com
Webmaster: Jim Delane Jimdelane@bayareadivers.org
Bartender:  Christi Emerson crazamora@earthlink.net
Sales: Tami Thomas tamijo63@comcast.net
Membership: Lanelle Hanagriff _ _Ihanagriff@gmail.com

WEBSITE: www.bayareadivers.org.

Deadline for article submission for next month is:
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JaVan Pruett

JaVan Pruett —Member of the month for May.
Ja Van has been diving for 32 years. She wanted to be a
diver with she saw the movie “20 Thousand L eague under
the Sea’ and watched Jacques Cousteau on the television.
She became a member of Lunarfins, then joined BAD,
moved to Houston and joined IDC (International Dive
Club) and HUC. She was a member of HUC for over 18
years, severa as the cake lady. She has severed on
Seaspace as Chairperson of the children’s activities for 5
years. She served as Secretary for TGCC for 4 years.
Ja Van worked as a volunteer cook on the MV Fling and
Spree for 14 years while Gary and Roland Rinn owned the
boats.

Ja Van moved back to the Clear Lake area and re-joined
BAD. PeeWee (Rodney) Dwire was chairman of the
Spearkfishing Rodeo in 2002, she joined in to help and
produced the brochure for the Rodeo using her 26 years
experience in the graphics field. The Editor position came
open and Ja Van has now been the Editor of the newsletter
for over 6 years ago.

Ja Van has severa favorite spots to dive, some are The
Flower Gardens and Stetson Banks, Grand Cayman,
Roatan, Costa Rico and best of al Lobstering in the
FloridaKeys.

She has won several awards, Diver of the Y ear for TGCC,
HUC and BAD. She has a so won the Neptune Award.

BOARD (BOD) MEETING

Meetings ARE OPEN TO All, so come on out and join us
for our next meeting TUESDAY, June 3, 2008 at 7:00 PM
at the 'Teahouse which is between Valdosand Boondog-
gles located at 4106 NASA Rd 1 in Seabrook. Everyone is
encouraged to attend as we appreciate everyone's
participation and your input. Come earlier if you would
liketo eat and visit with some of us prior to the meeting.

June 8th, 2008 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net


http://www.bayareadivers.org
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Saturday and Sunday —June7 & 8 pr. ZI?’I 3003 'b."'é’“StO” A“d“%"” Sfc'ety -
6th Annual BAD - Dive - Picnic - Campout 'gh Island bird sanctuary and rookery

Blue Lagoon - Huntsville, Texas It was a beautiful day for a
Wewill beat Lagoon 2 - Shelter 1 jaunt to High Island, Texas.
April is nesting season at
Blue Lagoon has a compressor and you can get refills High Idand for many
there. PeeWee will be bringing his underwater scooter migratory birds. We started
toys. Jim will have his BBQ pit / smoker will be there so off at Skippers and took the
we will have hotdogs, burgersin the evening along with Boliver Ferry across the
some other goodies for dinner or you can bring something channel and drove up to

to throw on the grill. If you want you can bring chips or High Island. It was a beautiful sunny day. As you will see
something and some beverages. in the slideshow, there were al kinds of birds. Most of the

time was spent at the rookery watch-
In the morning if you decide to stay over be sureto bring ing the nesting egrets, spoonbills and 3%
atent and there will be breakfast tacos in the morning. herons. There were alot of people out &
there and many had set up high
Should be lots of bubbles and lots of fun. See you there. powered telescopes which they shared
with us. We were able to see the
chicks and feeding activities. The
most excitement was when
a gator rushed up the bank and
caught an egret for lunch. We
aso saw some baby gators,
turtles, a ribbon snake (it had a
fat belly so it must have just
caught a mouse) flowers and
The sea slug species Chromodoris other stuff that you will see in
bullocki is photographed feeding the dideshow. This is the
on Octocoral. The slug is second time | have been to the Houston Audubon Society

distinguished by its bright purple Bird Sanctuary. | hopeto make it an annual event. Join us

skin and orange gills. ( Mike y
Sever ng/Getty | mages) when we go next year!!

To see video: ‘http://www.bayareadivers.org./event:

‘highislandtexas-birdsanctuary-04-20-08.htm

This sea slug can be found in §
and around Indonesia. (Frank
& Joyce Burek/Getty mages)

Notodoris minor is a large and
brightly colored species. It does
not possess the typical soft and
delicate body common to other
sea dlugs. It has a hard and
rigid body that makes it appear
more like a sponge than a sug.
(Philippe Bourseiller/Getty
I mages)

Tambjaverconisisa
nudibranch speciesfound in
and around New Zealand. It
feeds on the bushy plant-like
bryozoan Bugula dentata.
(Brian J. Skerry/Getty Im-
ages)
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http://bayareadivers.org/map-directions-blue-lagoon-
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Diving News

White House Blocked Rule Issued to Shield Whales
By Juliet Eilperin, Washington Post Staff Writer
Thursday, May 1, 2008; Page A03

Sent in by Jim Ward

White House officials for more than a year have blocked
a rule aimed at protecting endangered North Atlantic
right whales by challenging the findings of government
scientists, according to documents obtained by the Union
of Concerned Scientists.

The documents, which were mailed to the environmental
group by an unidentified Nationa Oceanic and
Atmospheric  Administration official, illuminate a
struggle that has raged between the White House and
NOAA for more than a year. In February 2007, NOAA
issued a final rule aimed at slowing ships traversing
some East Coast waters to 10 knots or less during parts
of the year to protect the right whales, but the White
House has blocked the rule from taking effect.

*AR2008043003189.html ?hpid=moreheadlines$

Sea Lions Shot Dead on Columbia River as

Salmon Battle Rages
By WILLIAM McCALL Associated Press Writer PORTLAND,
Ore. May 4, 2008 (AP) Sentin by JimWard

Six federally protected sea lions were apparently shot to
death on the Columbia River as they lay in open traps
put out to ensnare the animals, which eat endangered
salmon. State and federal authorities are investigating.

The discovery came one day after three elephant seals
were found shot to death at a breeding ground in central
Cdifornia.

Trapping will be suspended during the investigation, said
Rick Hargrave, a spokesman for the Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife who was at the scene Sunday.

The carcasses of the four California sea lions and two
Steller sea lions were found Sunday around noon below
the Bonneville Dam on the Columbia River on the bor-
der of Oregon and Washington.

The six animals appear to have been shot by somebody
on the Washington side during the night, said Brian Gor-
man, a spokesman for the National Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice.

To read more on this. http://abcnews.go.com/
Technology/wireStory?id=4785259
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Even Grand Cayman has treacherous currents
Sent in by Dennis Camp

A father and daughter from Utah were making an early
-morning dive in Stingray City on April 15, when currents
pulled them out of the North Sound into rough seas with
four-foot swells. A marine patrol boat happened on them a
few hours later, unhurt but fatigued from unsuccess-
fully battling the currents to get back into the Sound.

Back
Sent in by Dennis Camp

In our September issue last year, we wrote that the
Galapagos National Park had suspended many dive
operations and only alowed the Sky Dancer and the two
Aggressor boats to keep their regular itineraries. The Deep
Blue, has now been reissued its dive permit so it has space
available for 2008 trips into August.

OUr Latest BOOK FICK - ~Unaerwater eden
Sent in by Dennis Camp

Literally the size and shape of a brick, "Underwater Eden:
365 Days' by American photographer Jeff Rotman features
a colorful photo for every day of the year. Rotman took
close-ups of reefs from the Red Sea and Costa Rica to
Palau and the Great Barrier. Opposite each photo are
captions written by Rotman that contain scientific facts and
trivia along with personal anecdotes from 30 years of
photography. 9 x 6 inches, 365 photos.

vwnen lsa rassport Full?
Sent in by Dennis Camp

Eldon Okazaki from Sunnyvale, CA has this important
tip: Make sure you have plenty of empty passport pages
before your next international dive trip. While en route
to an Indonesian liveaboard last fal, Okazaki was
stopped at the Manado airport because he was told his
passport was full, even though the last two pages were
empty. "The customs officer said when you get to the
last four pages, it is considered full. | had to pay a'fee' to
get through.” Okazaki was lucky. We've had reports
from other divers who were refused entry into a country
because their passport was "full.".

Deadline for article submission for next month is:

June 8th, 2008 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net


http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://wp-dyn/content/article/2008/04/30/
AR2008043003189.html?hpid=moreheadlines

Diving News
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REEF Receives Exotics Funding from Mote's Protect Our
Reefs Fund

By Lad Akins

Dollars to Help Develop Rapid Response Plan

In April of this year, REEF received notice our proposgl to

develop a Marine Exotic Species Action Plan was par-
tially funded through the Mote Marine Protect Our Reefs
Fund, which is funded through the Florida cora reef li-
cense plate. The project funding will go towards
a SE Florida workshop with key federal, state and local
agencies to develop a coordinated response plan for deal-
ing with non-native marine fish. To date there have been

more than 20 species of noative fishes documented ir} a

four-county area in Southeast Florida. Of these, the indo-
pacific lionfish has become established in the US and Ba-
hamas and is rapidly spreading throughout the Caribbean.
To help address this issue.

Read more at http://www.reef.org/enews/reefiorief-april
-2008#node

Majority of Oceanic Shark Species Face Extinction
LiveScience Staff LiveScience.com
Thu May 22, 12:50 PM ET

Sent in by Jim Delane and Jim Ward

More than 50 percent of wide-ranging oceanic shark
species are threatened with extinction as a result of
overfishing, according to a new study.

The research, conducted by 15 scientists from institutes around the
world and organized by the [UCN Shark Specialist Group, focused
on oceanic pelagic sharks and rays, including great white sharks,
whale sharks, crocodile sharks, bigeye threshers, basking sharks,

shortfin makos, longfin makos, salmon sharks, silky sharks, pgrbea-

gle sharks, oceanic whitetip sharks, blue sharks, manta rays,
spinetail devilrays, giant devilrays and Chilean devilrays

The team determined that 16 out of the 21
oceanic shark and ray species that are caught in
high seas fisheries are at heightened risk of
extinction due primarily to targeted fishing for
valuable fins and meat as well as indirect take
in other fisheries.

In most cases, these catches are unregulated and unsustainable. The
increasing demand for the delicacy "shark fin soup,” driven by rap-
idly growing Asian economies, means that often the valuable shark
fins are retained and the carcasses discarded.

This is the first study to determine the global threat status o
species of wideanging oceanic sharks and rays, said study
leader Nicholas Dulvy of the Centre for Environment, Fishe

and Aquaculture Science, Lowestoft Laboratory in the Unitgd

Kingdom.

I 21

Read more at: http://news.yahoo.com/s/livescience/20080542/

sc_livescience/majorityofoceanicsharkspeciesfaceextinction
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