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COME VISIT and DIVE 
WITH YOUR FRIENDS and NEIGHBORS   

  Bay Area Divers meet at Chabuca’s 316 W NASA Rd 1, Webster, TX        
77598 at 7:30 pm the last Wednesday of each month (except December).   

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!  

B.A.D. Board of Directors meeting at Don Julio's Mexican     
Restaurant & Cantina, 2900 East NASA Parkway, Seabrook, 
TX 77586. Which is between Kirby Blvd. and Hwy 146. on the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm.  
All members are welcome. 

      
    August             
            4            BAD BOD Meeting              
         15 Rockin-OK-RV Park—Christie      

  Zamora 
         26            BAD General Membership Meeting  

  September              
            8            BAD BOD Meeting              
      12-19         CoCo Trip– Randy Widaman 
         30            BAD General Membership Meeting  

  October              
            6            BAD BOD Meeting              
        3,4 Trashfest—Lanelle & Paul    

   Hanagriff 
         28            BAD General Membership Meeting  

  November              
           3             BAD BOD Meeting              
          7 Divers Market—Neil Lowery   
         25            BAD General Membership Meeting 
         26            Happy Thanksgiving   

   December    NO CLUB MEETING          
            1            BAD BOD Meeting              

         25            M erry Christmas    

  WEBSITE:       
www.bayareadivers.org

 

      

.       

The BAD Calendar 

August 26th, 2009  - General Meeting 
Social starts at 7pm - Meeting at 7:30pm  

Chabuca’s on NASA Rd. 1, Webster, TX

    

Speaker of the Month — bRod and Sharla Knoll from the  
Gulf Office of the Sea Turtle Restoration Project in  

Galveston will be making a presentation on  
HEART (Help Endangered Animals- 

Ridley Turtles). Heart is part of the Sea Turtle Restoration     
Project, an international group who work for not only the  

Kemp’s Ridley’s but all species of sea turtles in the oceans of the 
world.  Come learn how to help these enigmatic creatures and help 

restore balance to our seas. 

August 

Marie "Dusty" Manning  1 
Rebecca Jacobs 3 
Kip Stubbs 3 
John Moseley 8 
Jerra Harding 9 
Michele Morrison 12 
Sharlene Tennyson 13 
Anthony Garcia 16 
Scott Longmore 17 
Ed Richards 17 
Chuck Motschman 19 
Jim Ward 22 
Shayne Gordon 23 
Robert Briscoe JR. 28 

http://www.bayareadivers.org
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Bay Area Divers Officers & Directors 

  

  President      Jim Delane                        Jimdelane@bayareadivers.org  

  V. President  Christine Zamora               crazamora@earthlink.net

 

   
  Secretary      Sandee Roquemore          Moreroqus@aol.com

   

  Treasurer      Steve Giesler                steve.giesler@gmail.com 
   
  Editor            Ja Van Pruett                    aladyfish@verizon.net  

  Board            Randy Widaman               cap10randy@comcast.net   

  Board            Lanelle Hanagriff               lhanagriff@gmail.com   

  Board            Paul Hanagriff                   paulhanagriff@gmail.com

   

  Webmaster:   Jim Delane                  Jimdelane@bayareadivers.org  

  Sales:            Christine Zamora         crazamora@earthlink.net 

     WEBSITE:  www.bayareadivers.org.  
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Meetings ARE OPEN TO All, so come on out and join 
us for our next meeting TUESDAY, September 8th, 
2009 at 7:00 PM at Don Julio's Mexican Restaurant &      
Cantina, 2900 East NASA Parkway, Seabrook, TX 77586. 
Which is between Kirby Blvd. and Hwy 146. Everyone is             
encouraged to attend as we appreciate everyone’s         
participation and your input. Come earlier if you would 
like to eat and visit with some of us prior to the meeting. 

By: Jim Delane                     

Kipp Stubbs 

Kip Stubbs lives in La Marque but he was born in     
Galveston, Texas. Kip became interested in diving while 
watching Jacques-Yves Cousteau.  All those PBS       
specials I watched as a kid planted the seed in my brain 
early. That was 32 years ago and Kip has been diving 
ever since then.  His favorite spots to dive are Florida 
Keys.   

Kip  has  been  a member of BAD for less than a year. 
He also enjoys  Surfing,  Camping, all things Jeep.  He 
hopes to one day dive the Great Barrier Reef.    

Kip works as a Certified Hyperbaric Technologist &   
Advanced Diver Medic. I was a commercial diver/medic 
from 1994-1998. In ’98 I detoured in clinical hyperbaric 
medicine and I am still here today. I have recently       
returned to “wet” diving after 11 year surface interval 
and could use a dive buddy. 

I hope that everyone is having a great summer. Reports 
back from the Bill Jones trip to Cozumel have been 
great. Everyone had a great time. I am sure Bill will do 
it again next year. Congrats to Neil Lowrey and Chris 
Chung for working towards completing their           
instructors certificate. We do have a section on the 
website devoted to members who are Divemasters and 
Instructors, so if you want some publicity and want to 
be found – send me your picture, bio and DM/Inst # 
and I will get it posted. The Divers Market is coming 
up and that is where the bulk of the revenue we use to 
run the club comes from. It is Saturday, October 10, 
2009 from 10-4. We need help on the load in starting 
at 7am. After load out, we will have dinner and prizes 
for those who helped out. As a BAD member, you get 
free entry into the Market but if you help, you can get 
prizes. Also, you contribute to the biggest event this 
club does and we really do appreciate the help. Ja Van 
will be Volunteers Coordinator and can be reached by 
email at aladyfish@verizon.net

 

or at the monthly  
meetings. There are 2 shifts – morning and   afternoon 
but even a couple of hours even helps to give       
somebody a break. Please plan to help and remember 
that this is THE best place to buy gear.   

Dive Safe – Dive Often, 
Jim   

http://www.bayareadivers.org
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Members -

 
Please go

 
on the web & fill out a membership form,  

then send it in or bring it to the next meeting.  
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Steve Aberle is from 
Alvin. He became   
interested in diving 
after watching Sea 
Hunt and has been   
enjoying the sport for 6 
years. 

Elizabeth Layman lives in  
Clear Lake and has been 

diving 7 years.  She became  interested  in diving while at 
a resort in Cozumel and also through Texas A&M at   

Frog  lives  in Clear Lake 
and  has  been diving for  
16 years. He started diving 
due to his interest in marine 
biology at Texas A & M 
Galveston. He  loves diving  
in the Mediterranean, 
Azores,   the   Yucatan, and 
Okinawa, Japan. 

Sharon and her father, 
Douglas Williams live 
in Houston and they 
started diving because 
the love to do things as 
a family, they love fish, 
and they had always 
really, wanted to give it 
a try! 

Dustin St. John was certified in 
July of 2009 and has yet to log any 
open water dives. He got started 
because he has always said he 
wanted to dive, and finally took the 
plunge. He looks forward to diving 
anywhere that he can, and hopes to 
see amazing things in his diving 
future. 

Amanda Thurmond was certified 
Oct. '07, but hasn’t logged any dives. 
I got started diving because I wanted 
to have the versatility in my career 
(Marine Biology) to travel anywhere 
and be capable of any type of        
research. I WOULD LIKE to dive 
anywhere I can see amazing crea-
tures and learn more about our 

Stephanie Boonie is yet to be       
certified but is very anxious to    
become a capable open water diver. 
She would love to dive in the  
Mediterranean, the Caribbean,    
Belize, the pacific, and anywhere 
an opportunity presents itself. 

It's a new year with new fun activities for Bay Area      
Divers.  Started this January, B.A.D. will be giving     
participation tickets to members for events throughout 
the year. With the proceeds from the 50/50 raffles at the  
meetings, B.A.D will award the winner of the            
participation  raffle a gift certificate to Maximum Scuba 
with a minimum balance of $300 at the Anniversary 
Dinner in November. Depending on the success of the 
50/50 raffles, this amount could significantly increase. 
The more you participate, the better your odds of      
winning.  

In order to get a ticket put in the drawing, members can 
do a number of things: 
1. Become a new member or renew membership. 
2. Attend a monthly meeting, board of directors       
       meeting or Texas Gulf Coast Counsel meeting. 
3.   Attend a club sponsored event or outing. 
4.   Bring a guest. 
5.   Volunteer to bring food or door prizes. 
6. Submit an article or picture for the newsletter 
7.    Submit an article or picture for the website.  
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Tr a sh Fest  2009   
Saturday, October 3, 2009  

New Braunfels, Texas 
Bay Area Divers is 

 
putting together teams. 

 
Get with Lanelle and Paul Hanagriff —

lhanagriff@gmail.com

 
and get on a team!  

TGCC sponsors TRASHFEST

 

and it is the oldest 
Divers environmental clean up campaign in the nation is 
Texas’ annual TrashFest, in New Braunfels, on the    
scenic Comal River. After the tubing season winds 
down, divers from around the state gather to pull cans, 
shoes, sunglasses and other assorted trash and debris out 
of the river. It’s our little way of showing that we care, 
while enjoying a great day of diving and meeting divers 
from all over.   

All in all, last year their were 398 participants,            
registered, this was the most in 10 years and collected 
3,679 lbs in aggregate weight, plus an additional 3,562 
bottles/cans/cups and 149 shoes/ sunglasses that were 
counted. The participants took home over $27,000 in 
door prizes at the BBQ dinner. Plus winning teams took 
home the coveted “Super Scooper” t-shirts for the most 
trash collected, the most unusual item found, and more! 
Check out the door prizes for 2009 at http://
www.tgccdiving.org/trashfest/awards.html. They include 
Bonaire, the Gristmill and more.  

The cost is $10 per person, this gets you on the team, a 
BBQ dinner, registration for the door prizes and a     
custom BAD T-shirt! You have to be a member of Bay 
Area Divers to participate. This includes the cost of    
registration and a custom BAD T-shirt for the event! 
The deadline is September 24th so reserve your spot on 
a team and your t-shirt today.   

Remember each team may have up to 8 members. 
Since 2 members have to be on the shore at all times,         
non-divers are welcome too!  So get your friends,     
family, or coworkers together and sign up today!    

Would like to thank Christine Zamora   
For purchasing your wonderful door prizes from  

for the club for the month of July. 
There were lots of winners

 

So you see — sometimes it pays to go to  
the meeting. 

By Lannell Hanagriff  

Hey Divers – Bay Area Divers make donations to  
various organizations each year.  This year I want to let 
you know a little about them.  

Texas Marine Mammal Stranding Network – 
They are the only stranding network in Texas and they 
rely on donations of time and money from generous       
supporters.  The money we send will help educate the 
public so strandings don’t go unreported.  The money 
B.A.D. sends will also help initiate first-aid measures 
and assist transfer of live stranded marine mammals to 
diagnostic facilities.  To learn more or see photos and 
videos of their work go to www.tmmsn.org

 

.  

H.E.A.R.T. – This is an international group that helps 
all sea turtles.  Protecting not only the Ridley Turtles, 
but all from harm through educating people about what 
is harmful to them.  We can help by reporting nesting 
in Texas by calling 1-866-TURTLE5 or go to 
www.seaturtles.org

 

.  You may track turtles that have 
been tagged with satellite attachments at the website.  

Dive Pirates – Our donation will be specifically       
earmarked for Adaptive Scuba Training and travel,  
focusing on returning Iraqi vets.  Traditionally, pirate 
crews would take care of injured crew members by 
making peg legs, hooks, eye patches, etc.  Disabled 
crew members weren’t banished, but reassigned to new 
tasks they could perform.  That spirit continued with 
this organization.  Watch their YouTube video at 
www.divepirates.org

 

.    

Divers Alert Network (DAN) – When you fly 
home after a dive trip it is DAN that determined        
scientifically based surface intervals that keep you safe.  
It’s DAN that has 24 hr emergency hotlines for injured 
divers.  Their vision statement ~ STRIVING TO 
MAKE EVERY DIVE ACCIDENT AND INJURY 
FREE~happens because of contributions like ours.  To 
learn more or become a member with some great    
benefits go to www.diversalertnetwork.org

 

.  

So, Thank you! Bay Area Divers for helping 
with these worthy causes through your        
membership dollars.     

http://www.tgccdiving.org/trashfest/awards.html
http://www.tmmsn.org
http://www.seaturtles.org
http://www.divepirates.org
http://www.diversalertnetwork.org
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At the last General Meeting: 
Wednesday - July 29, 2009  

THANK YOU! Jim Rosborough with Earthwatch      
for being the presenter at our July meeting.  If you 
missed it, you really missed a good presentation  
on how to do research and dive at the same time.    

To contact Jim for information on future trips to Belize 
or other great 'volun-tourism' options, email him at 

njrosborough@me.com

 

We Put the FUN

 

In FUNdraiser!

  

50/50 Raffle at meetings. 

It's easy to play and you can win cash. 

Simply buy a ticket for a dollar or  

6 for  five dollars, 

And at the end of the meeting,  

the winner gets half the pot! 

Chuck Motschman was July Winner

 
The Houston Seminar presents The Worth of Water. The 
Houston Seminar is holding four days of presentations 
called The Worth of Water: Our Priceless Bayous,      
Rivers, Ports, and Wetlands. "We never know the worth 
of water till the well is dry" is as true now as when    
Thomas Fuller wrote it in 2732. Water, as it flows 
through Houston and sits in the ground beneath, affects 
our economy, our natural environment, our recreation, 
our infrastructure, our health, and our climate. Four    
experts will tell us about our local waters and how they 
are invaluable-economically, environmentally, culturally, 
and aesthetically-and how we can preserve and protect 
them. The presentations will be held on September 14, 
22, 29, and October 6 from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. The   
topics are the Port of Houston, Houston-Area Flooding, 
Houston the Bayou City, and Our Living Waters.   

For more information and to register, visit: <http://
e n t . g r o u n d s p r i n g . o r g / E m a i l N o w / p u b . p h p ?
module=URLTracker&cmd=track&j=288048789&u=3173613>.   

http://www.houstonseminar.org/Fall2009/water.html

 

<http://
ent.groundspring.org/EmailNow/pub.php?

A compound harvested from soft 
coral off the coast of Taiwan could 
provide a new treatment for pain 
from intractable nerve damage,  
experts say.  

Traditional painkillers like aspirin 
and even morphine often do little to 
take the edge off neuropathic pain.   

But research in the British Journal of Pharmacology suggests 
Capnella imbricata, or Kenya Tree Coral, could provide relief.   

The Taiwanese scientists report promising early trial results in 
rats.   

Several important drugs have already been developed from 
chemicals found in coral reef organisms.   

Among these is the antiviral AZT, a treatment for people with 
HIV, which is based on chemicals extracted from a Caribbean 
reef sponge. Reefs have also yielded treatments for cardiovas-
cular diseases, ulcers, leukaemia and skin cancer.   

Deep treasures  

Dr Zhi-Hong Wen and colleagues at the National Sun Yat-Sen 
University have been testing a chemical called capnellene, 
which is isolated from soft coral collected at Green Island, a 
small volcanic island in the Pacific Ocean about 33km off the 
eastern coast of Taiwan.   

The reef there is said to be home to more than 200 different 
types of coral. Capnellene appears to work on the supporting 
cells that surround nerve cells, which are thought to be respon-
sible for   neuropathic pain in some way.      

Recent research suggests inflammation plays a role, and in-
flammation activates supporting cells like microglia to release 
compounds that can excite nerves carrying pain  signals.   

People with neuropathic pain experience severe pain from a 
stimulus or touch that would normally cause only slight      
discomfort or stimuli that would normally induce no pain at 
all. Some even get unpleasant or painful feelings even when 
there is no stimulus.   

It is estimated that about 1 in 100 people in the UK have    
persistent neuropathic pain - many are people with nerve   
damage caused by diabetes.   

Dr Wen's team tested capnellene and a second very similar 
compound in isolated microglia cells and in experimental  
models of neuropathic pain in rats, with promising results.   

They say more studies are now needed to see if this could offer 
a new way to treat the condition.   

Dr Wen said: "Today there are few pharmacological agents 
that can help people suffering from neuropathic pain, but we 
believe that these marine-derived compounds could lead to the 
development of a new range of drugs of great potential."  


