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BAD Genera Membership Meeting

April, 2009

BAD BOD Mesting

8th Annual Bill Jones 2009
Cozumel Vacation

BAD Genera Membership Meeting

May, 2009

BAD BOD Mesting
BAD General Membership Meeting

June, 2009

BAD BOD Mesting
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NEWS FROM
The "Get Wet” Club

February, 2009

February 25, 2009 - General Meeting
Social startsat 7pm - Meeting at 7:30pm

Thismeeting will be held at Clear Lake Park

Our guest speaker for February will be Dennis Camp (aka Capt
Waldo). Dennis has been diving in and around Texas since 1968, and
has traveled the world sharing dive experiences with many local,
regional and international divers. Dennis' presentation will be on the
new “Dive across Texas” program being offered through most of the
Dive shopsin the state of Texas! Thisis an exciting new program being
sponsored by Dive Training magazine, most of the major equipment
suppliers and certifying agencies of the recreational scubaindustry. The
concept is to promote local and regiona diving in the state of Texas and
bordering Gulf coast. Participants will receive the chance to win over
$10,000 in trips and scuba related prizes. For more information you can
go towww.divearoundtexas.com: visit your local dive shop or cometo
our February meeting and get all the details first hand.
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COME VISIT and DIVE
WITH YOUR FRIENDS and NEIGHBORS
Bay Area Divers meet at Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Road 1 at

7:30 pm the last Wednesday of each month (except December).
GUESTSARE ALWAYSWELCOME!

B.A.D. Board of Directors meeting at Don Julio's M exican
Restaurant & Cantina, 2900 East Nasa Parkway, Seabrook, TX
77586. Which is between Kirby Blvd. and Hwy 146. on the first
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm.

All member s are welcome.

Deadline for article submission for next month is March 8th, 2009 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 3%-

By: Jim Delane

Spring is dmost here and with it comes dive weather. Last
month we had Maximum Scuba Shop in Seabrook give us
a great presentation on spear fishing. They donated the
door prizes and they really went al out. | think the most
coveted was the dive computer but people jumped all over
the fins and other great stuff. They told us about the spear
fishing classes they offer. More important, they have a boat
they go offshore and dive the rigs and wrecks with. If you
have never dove the rigs, you need to. They go out for a
day and it is affordable. You can get their contact info off
the website at hitp:/bayareadivers.org/linkshtm|. These
guys go out whenever they can. Personally, | find the water
too cold at this time of year but not this group. If you want
to go, they are always ready!

If you are not coming to the meetings then you are missing
out on great presentations and door prizes.

This month’s general meeting will be Wednesday, Feb
25th. Our guest speaker will be Dennis Camp. He will be
telling us about a new dive program which is caled the
‘Dive Around Texas' Program. This program is sponsored
by dive shops, dive equipment manufacturers and dive sites
throughout Texas. | don’t know the details but | think it has
something to do with divers go out, dive different spots and
qualify to win gear and stuff from the vendors. Attend the
meeting and learn more.

Also, we got the referendum resultsin and | want to thank
the membership for the feedback. We will move forward
with making the referendums official. That means that for
the next meeting, we will discus and vote on moving the

Bay Area Divers Officers & Directors

President  Jim Delane Jimdelane@bayareadivers.org
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club meetings to Chabuca' s Restaurant on NASA Rd. |
propose that the first meeting to be held there be in April.
The Constitution Bylaws change ballot will be sent out to
the membership by mail and will be discussed in the Feb
genera meeting and discussed and voted in the March
general meeting.

| look forward for the weather to warm up and get some
local divingin.

Dive safe — Dive often!

Door Prize Winners

Would like to thank Craig Shannon
and Maximum Scuba for
or purchasing your door prizes for the club
for the month of January.

Almost ever yone that attended the meeting
WON aDaoor Prize
SO0 you see — sometimesit paystogoto
the meeting.

Thank vou

At thelast General Meeting:
Wednesday - January 28, 2009

Bay Area Diverswould like to send a special THANK
YOU to Maximum Scuba and Craig Shannon on a
great presentation on Spear Fishing and some SUPER

door prizes at the January meeting. We al look forward
to participating in upcoming tournaments and taking

BOARD (BOID) MEETING.

Meetings ARE OPEN TO All, so come on out and join
us for our next meeting TUESDAY, March 3rd, 2009 at
7:00 PM a Don Julio's Mexican Restaurant &
Cantina, 2900 East Nasa Parkway, Seabrook, TX 77586.
Which is between Kirby Blvd. and Hwy 146. Everyoneis
encouraged to attend as we appreciate everyone's
participation and your input. Come earlier if you
would like to eat and visit with some of us prior to the
2 mesting.

March 8th, 2009 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net
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Members — Now is the time to renew your
membership. Please go on the web
and fill out a membership form, send it in

or bring it to the next meeting.
New Members — Harry Brelsford;
Shelby Dill; Jeff Gordon; Keith Love; Jim Parnéll;
David Pichler; Shirley Yarbrough

Re-Newed Members — BessBright;
Christopher Chung; Bill & Nina Clayton;
Beverly Cutler; Jim Delane; Elva & Forrest
DeVore; George & Sarah Erchinger;
Patty Gaubatz; Rowe Henry;

Roger & Pam Hoestenbach;

Jim & Tory Jenkins; Al Kinnard; Steven,
Katherine, Michele, Stephanie
& Steven Morrison;

Dick & Christina Osborne;

Frank & Sylvia Resch; Ed & Mahoney Richards;
Sandee & Shelby Rogquemore; Jim Rosborough;
Daniel, Debra & Tayna Sanders;

Butch & Verna Shannon;

Nanette Skelly & Jake, Joel, Mike &

Max Beckham; Bob Stabe;

Harold & Loree Strege; Kip Stubbs;
Victoria & Patrice Sutherland; Jim Ward;
Randy & Robbie Widaman

@S New Diver Particpaion nentive Coatst

It's a new year with new fun activities for Bay Area
Divers. Starting this January, B.A.D. will be giving
participation tickets to members for events throughout the
year. With the proceeds from the 50/50 raffles at the
meetings, B.A.D will award the winner of the participation
raffle a gift certificate to Maximum Scuba with a
minimum balance of $300 at the Anniversary Dinner in
November. Depending on the success of the 50/50 raffles,
this amount could significantly increase. The more you
participate, the better your odds of winning.

In order to get aticket put in the drawing, members can do

anumber of things:

1. Become anew member or renew membership.

2. Attend amonthly meeting, board of directors meeting
or Texas Gulf Coast Counsel meeting.

Attend a club sponsored event or outing.

Bring a guest.

Volunteer to bring food or door prizes.

Submit an article or picture for the newsl etter

Submit an article or picture for the website.

Advertise with BAD

Any Member of the Bay Area Dive Club can run an
add for as long as you would like.

Business Card size would be $10.00 a month
Double Business card size would be $20.00
amonth.

No o k~w

January's Member of the Month

David Pichler

January's member of the month was David Pichler
from League City. David has been diving for 22 years
and he first became interested in it while taking diving
as a college class. He works for Chevron/Phillips and
his favorite place to dive is Turks and Caicos.

Please contact Editor: aladyfish@verizon.net

We Put the FUN

In FUNdraiser!
Started July 2008, we will be having new
50/50 Raffle at meetings.
It's easy to play and you can win cash.
Simply buy a ticket for a dollar or

6 for five dollars,
And at the end of the meeting,
the winner gets half the pot!

Jim Delaine was January Winner

Deadline for article submission for next month is March 8th, 2009 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net



Losing ones mask underwater (Coral Reinterpreted Jewelry Collection

is the most commmon fear

From a Dive Instructor named Frank

Losing ones mask underwater is the most common fear,
and the one most easily over come. Before | started diving,
| had the same fear of opening my eyes under water. It was
heightened by the fact that | wore contacts at the time
(THANK GOD FOR LASICK). But, | had to get over it,
and then especially when | started teaching class because,
as you can well imagine, | have to demonstrate the
techniques thus exposing me to my fears. So, here it goes.
Y ou have to promise to try the method and not laugh at me
until you give it awhirl.

For one thing, the obvious is to start by opening your eyes
in as controlled a setting as you can...in shallow water that
you can stand up in. You'll soon find that it is not that
big of adeal.

Another very effective method *restrain your laughter* the
next time you take a shower, take your mask in with you.
While you are in the shower, put the mask on when you are
ready, flood it by pulling back on the top of your mask.
Once it is flooded....open your eyes, and you will be
amazed how much this will work to build your confidence
of being able to not only clear your mask without fear, but
also to get you used to having your eyes open under water.

Okay, salt water stings, you say. True, but only for a few
seconds. When you open your eyes in salt water, it takes a
few seconds for the salinity of your eye to balance with the
salinity of the water. So, in shallow water, flood your mask,
and open your eyes do this afew times.

All of these techniques serve one primary function: To
teach your body, and your natural instincts, that you ARE
capable of doing what you don't think you can do. It is
really true that the human body is an amazing thing, and
you can adjust to a great many things by the power of your
will to do so. The next time you get afraid of any skill,
whether it be clearing your mask, sucking in water, or
whatever, just remember that you can train your body to
accept thisas normal, and that you have the ability to move
on and fix it. You do. Just think about the guys that walk
over a bed of nails, or who "swallow" fire, or any number
of crazy stunts we do with our body.

Frank, from San Antonio, TX
Never Hold Y our Breath

Dive Often, Dive Safe

A good diver isALWAY Slearning

Deadline for article submission for next month is:
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Set to Launch

Jewelry Pieces Will Be Auctioned Online To
Benefit Increased Coral Protection

NEW YORK, Feb. 19 /PRNewswire/ --
Beginning February 26, 2009, designers will

be offering coral aternatives that are perfect g}‘
gifts for those that love the ocean. To help ﬂ@
raise awareness of the threats cords faceand 2>

the need for immediate action to protect

these vulnerable marine animals, renowned designers
Hannah Garrison of AZU, Frank Gehry, Kimberly
McDonald, Melissa Joy Manning, Jennifer Meyer,
Monigue Pean, Paloma Picasso, Jean Schlumberger and
Vena Cava's Sophie Buhai and Lisa Mayock have united
with SeaWeb's Too Precious to Wear campaign to launch
a oneof-akind jewery collection titled Cora
Reinterpreted.

Each designer has created or donated a single piece of
wearable art that evokes the feel of the ocean without
harming living animals, such as corals. Pieces from the
collection will be worn by models at David Peck's
Untitled 11:11 show 'Into the Woods,' as well as by key
influencer Olivia Chantecaille during New Y ork Fashion
Week.

The pieces will be auctioned online to benefit increased
protection of precious corals. Bids may be placed online
from February 26 to April 30, 2009 via

Too Precious to Wear is a SeaWeb campaign made
possible with support from The Tiffany & Co.
Foundation, Kingfisher Foundation, National Marine
Sanctuary Foundation and The Ocean Foundation.

Success for Gulf Sea Turtles

The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council
yesterday supported action that Oceana had proposed to
protect threatened sea turtles when they voted to take
immediate action to protect sea turtles from the bottom
longline sector of the Gulf of Mexico reef fish fishery.
Specifically, the council initiated an emergency rule
prohibiting longline gear in waters shalower than 50
fathoms for a six month period to protect sea turtles while
the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) develops a
long-term solution.

March 8th, 2009 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net
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COCONUT CRABS

Sent in by Fred Swerdlin

The coconut crab, Birgus latro, is the
largest land-living arthropod in the?
world. It is a highly apomorphic hermit &
crab and is known for its ability to crack &
coconuts with its strong pincers in order =

to eat the contents. It is the only species of the genus
Birgus.

It is also called the robber crab or palm thief, because
some coconut crabs are rumored to steal shiny items such
as pots and silverware from houses and tents.2 Another
name is "terrestrial hermit crab", due to the use of
shells by the young animals; however, there are other
terrestrial hermit crabs which do not get rid of the shell
even as adults. These - typicaly in the closely related
genus Coencbita - are the animas usually called
"terrestrial hermit crab"; given the close relationship
between Coenobita and Birgus the term would generally
refer to any member of the Coenobitidae.

The coconut crab also has a range of local names. For
example ayuyu on Guam, and unga or kaveu in the Cook
Islands. On Guam, it is sometimes referred to as a
"taotaomo'na coconut crab" because of the traditional
belief that ancestral spirits can return in the form of
animals such as the ayuyu (coconut crab).

It's not really a crab, first off. It's like areally, really big
hermit crab, which isn't really a crab either. Hermit crabs
are always outgrowing their shells and looking for new
ones. Coconut crabs are so big; they’ ve given up looking
for shells that will fit. Actually, a football helmet would
be just about the right size.

The coconut crab has gills but they are modified to func-
tion as lungs. It spawns in the ocean and the young pass
through their larval stage there. During the postlarval
stage, the young inhabit abandoned shells.

They eat coconuts for a living! How
would you like to be on an island and
come across a crab that is more than 3
feet from head to tail and weighs up to g
40 pounds, with apair of large pincers i
strong enough to open coconuts! They [
can climb trees too, but they only eat
coconuts that have already falen to
the ground. Coconut crab meat has
been considered alocal delicacy.

To quote aline from amovie, “You got a pot”

She said spawning

Filed by: Peter Etnoyer

I’'m really enjoying The Oyster's
Garter these days. Miriam Goldstein
keeps me updated with important
nature stories like “When sponges
ruled the Earth” 635 million years ago
in the Early Cambrian epoch, just
before the Cambrian explosion.

Since more than 90% of modern
sponges resemble those ancient sponges, perhaps there’s
something to be said for asimplelife of filtering seawater

and spawning.

Heh heh. She said spawning. | like Miriam’s tricks. Her
word clicks through to a spawning Xestospongia. Nice.
The image is a classic I’ve never seen before. Awesome.
Candy mint for you, MG. Y our poetry isinspiration.

Xestospongia muta is a big time spawner on Flower
Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary (FGBNMYS) at
the upper edge of the twilight zone (~130') in the Gulf of
Mexico. This video below is courtesy FGB Diver, from
September of 2006. It shows female, them male colonies
spawning. FGBNMS staff regularly monitor annual
spawning events. This is the deepest recorded spawning
activity on the Flower Garden Banksto date.

| remember this dive rather vividly. We swam in scuba
gear away from the boat as far as possible before catching
our breath, then descended along the flank of the bank to
~120 feet to a scene resembling a forest fire, underwater.
The “smoke” on the horizon was actually sponge spawn.
We' d swam into a deep water love scene.

FGB Diver and | just thought we would share this fond
memory of deep spawning event in a spongorific display
of link love to the Oyster’s Garter.

| remember this dive rather vividly. We swam in scuba
gear away from the boat as far as possible before catching
our breath, then descended along the flank of the bank to
~120 feet to a scene resembling a forest fire, underwater.
The “smoke” on the horizon was actually sponge spawn.
We' d swam into a deep water love scene.

FGB Diver and | just thought we would share this fond
memory of deep spawning event in a spongorific display
of link love to the Oyster’s Garter.
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